
Wales and Marches Horological Society

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
St Fagans National Museum of Wales, 11.45am , Saturday 30  th   March 2019  

17 members were present at the AGM.

1. The AGM was formally opened with Steven Tyrer in the chair.

2. Apologies for absence: these were received from Ed Cloutman, Spiro, 
Dave Mitchell, Craig Jones, and David Richards.

3. The minutes of last year’s AGM have been circulated, and approved by 
those present.

4. Treasurer Anthony Panes reported a balance of £838.51 with an excess 
income of £4.62. This was indicated as a healthy situation for a “not for 
profit” society. It was noted that the room hire for the 2018 Grosmont 
Meeting (£50) was not included as it had been paid in advance the 
previous year. Membership fees will remain at the current level. 

Accounts were accepted.

5. Chair reviewed the 2018 programme. 
A satisfactory turnout was reported (25 members) for the Autumn 
Meeting at Grossmont, but dwindling membership is a concern. The 
committee will continue to consider ways to increase attendance and 
boost membership. The Summer meeting at the Cardiff model 
engineering society’s club house received positive feedback and will be 
repeated later this year. The January meal at the Dynevor Arms also 
went down well with 18 members attending. This event will also be 
booked again for the new year

6. Dr Bill Linnard proposed Jon Parker as Secretary and duly voted in. 

7. The Chair reported that a home had been found for the Kaltenbach 
collection at the Cardiff Story Museum. This is a highly satisfactory 
resolution as the exhibition will be situated in close proximity to the 
original shop location. The Antiquarian Horological Society have been 
approached to help fund the installation and have intimated that they 
would consider making a donation subject to suitable application from 
the venue. Chairman described the collection in response to a question 
from the membership.                                                                               

8. Webmaster’s Report: The Web site records around 60 visits per month 
which is encouraging. It is again noted that fresh material generates 
fresh interest so members were urged to submit material to the Web 
Master Steven Tryer to maintain interest. In response to members 
feedback the longer articles will be made available as a downloadable 
PDF to improve accessibility.

9. Proposed officers for 2019-2020: 



The re-election of Steven Tyrer was proposed as Chairperson and Tony 
Panes as Treasurer, Jon Parker was voted onto the committee as 
Secretary all accepted their nomination. We are grateful to report that 
Brain Coles and David Richards have agreed to serve on the committee 
for one more year. Gareth has stepped down.
 It was noted that there are two vacancies for committee members. The 
chair suggested that in order to make committee duties more attractive 
a voluntary cap of three years’ service may be offered to future 
committee members. This would require a change to the society’s rules 
and would be discussed at the next meeting. Dr Bill Linnard voiced 
concerns and asked for more details. In his opinion future officials may 
not have sufficient time to learn the job if a three year cap is introduced.
Dr Bill Linnard proposed a vote of thanks to the standing committee for 
their work over the last 12 months which was approved by all present.

10. The Summer Meeting at the Cardiff Model engineering club house 
was confirmed as the 15th June. The meeting will rely on members 
contributions rather than external speakers.

11. Chair reported that we had speakers for the Autumn Grossmont 
Meeting 2019-2020 including: Spiro and David Jenkins. One other is 
needed; David Spicer has offered to talk about his experiences as a For-
mula One pit mechanic. Some members voiced reservations about this 
“non-horological” topic, but after some discussion this topic was gener-
ally approved. Owen Gilcrest has also offered to talk on watch repair.

12. AOB: 
An offer of workshop equipment (free to a good home) has been made, 
arrangements are being made for interested members to view the 
collection. 
Dr Bill Linnard requested that potential changes to the constitution 
should be announced before the meeting t allow time for consideration.
Brain Coles raised the issue of safeguarding for young people. Brian 
suggested that we may need to look at ‘membership’ in the current 
constitution, and state that “membership is open to anyone over the 
age of 18” and also that “persons under the age of 18 may attend our 
meetings, but must be accompanied by a parent or guardian”.  The 
meeting was in agreement with this.  
Tony Panes advertised the next meeting of the Bilbie Society and urged 
members to support the group if possible. 


